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Dear Students and Parents: 
 
 I look forward to starting a great year.  I am passionate about history and hope to share my interest 
with you.  This course is designed to make you a more informed citizen of the United States. Not only 
will you have to know what happened in American history; you will need to know significance and 
impact. You will be able to analyze the actions of historical figures, and how these actions affected 
different groups in the U.S. You will be exposed to the different interpretations of history and shall be 
able to defend various points of view a given issue.   
  
 I want to encourage each of you to approach this course with a good work ethic.  We will cover 
material at a rapid pace covering all major themes in U.S. History, so do not allow yourself to get behind.  
As a high school student, I expect you to be responsible, considerate and respectful of both your teacher 
and your peers.  It will be your responsibility to keep up with assignments including those missed due to 
absences and/or tardies.  
  
 I look forward to getting to know each of you personally and my goal is to make learning U.S. 
History enjoyable.  I hope that you will leave my class with a better understanding of American history 
and its importance. 
 
Course Description:  
 An intensive course of study that surveys U.S. History from the Age of Exploration to modern day 
America. Major topics include the social, political, economic, and geographic development of the United 
States and their impact on the foreign and domestic policies of the nation. Emphasis includes 
development of citizenship and social studies skills including a rigorous program of reading, research and 
writing.  
 
Text: Danzer, Gerald A., et. al. The Americans, McDougal Littell, 2005 
 
Materials Needed:  
  

1. Fully charged IPad 
 
 
IPAD Procedures:  IPad should be brought to class daily fully charged.  These devices will be used on a regular 
basis (textbook is electronic).  If your IPad is not brought to class that would be the same as not bringing a textbook 
(we don’t share).  I will tell you when they are to be used and when they are to be turned off.  As the year and our 
knowledge with the IPad increases their usage may change from time to time.  These changes will be announced. 
 
 
 
Course Procedures:  

1. Attendance: Regular attendance is vital to your success in this course.  Per district policy, 
students missing more than SIX (6) classes will be denied credit.  If you are absent, it is YOUR 



responsibility to ask me or a classmate for missed assignments and/or notes.  I will not seek you 
out to give you make up assignments, nor will I provide you with class notes that you missed (they 
may be on Edmodo).   

2. Make-Up Work: All make up assignments (classwork, homework, quizzes, tests, etc.) are due 
within FIVE (5) class days of your return to school.  Make up tests are given during lunch or 
before school ONLY.  I will not take class time to give make up tests and quizzes.  Any work, 
including tests and quizzes, not completed and/or turned in within the 5-day period will be 
assigned a grade of zero. 

3. Class Rules: A classroom is an environment in which learning should take place.  Therefore, I 
want to create a learning environment which is open, engaging and structured.  Each student 
should be responsible for their own learning.  Therefore:  

a. Students are to be respectful towards me and other students in the classroom at all times.   
b. Students are to be prepared and ready for class when the tardy bell rings. I follow the WHS 

tardy policy!!!  
c. Distractions will not be tolerated.  This would include using the iPad in a way that is 

inappropriate for class. 
d. No food or drink (except water) in the classroom.  
e. All other school and district wide rules apply.  

4. Grading System:  

 60% Major Grades - Tests and other major projects 
 40%  Minor Grades - Quizzes, Daily, or homework 

***EOCEP:  
The End of Coarse Examination is a mandated by the State of South Carolina.  The test will consist of 55 
multiple choice questions and will constitute 20% of the student’s grade.   The test will be sometime during 
the third week in May. 

5. Mastery/Power of I Guideline: Students who fail a major assessment will have the opportunity 
to remediate and retest within a two-week time frame in order to achieve (or attempt to achieve) a 
minimum passing grade. 

6. Late Work: I do NOT accept late work.  
7. Consequences for violating the rules: For each infraction, these are the penalties: 

1. Warning 
2. Personal Conference 
3. Parent o 
4. Referral and Parent Contact   

 
My Schedule:  

I try to make myself very available because I am here to help you.  My classroom is located in 
room 302. I am only available on A-Days 
  

   
 
 

 
 
 


